
for the normal and acid sodium carbonates, which are

repeatedly given incorrectly. The author apparently
wrote his book hastily, and revised the text, if at all,
very carelessly.

We find some statements in the book with which we
do not agree. For example, we do not consider the
volumetric estimation of chlorine, by means of mer-
curic nitrate, simpler and more reliable than the esti-
mation hy means of silver nitrate. His directions for
the preliminary examination of the tissues for morphia
and strychnia in cases of suspected poisoning canuot
be recommended. Some of the illustrations are very
inferior.

This book can, we think, be made a very useful one.
It needs, however, very careful revision. The chapters
on Blood and Urine, which are really the most impor-
tant practically, and which occupy, as is proper, a rela-
tively large portion of the book, should be made more

complete. The value of the book would thereby be
increased.
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THE WESTWARD COURSE OF CHOLERA..
There is no longer any possibility of concealing

tbe character of the disease which has manifested it-
self at several different points in France, and it is
evident tliat true Asiatic cholera has found a foot-hold
on the western shores of the Mediterranean at places
with which the rest of Europe and this continent are

in active commercial communication. Though such a

sequence to the epidemic wbich ravaged Egypt last
year was long ago anticipated, its actual occurrence is
none the less startling ; and whilst there is no occa-

sion for panic or ill considered and exaggerated action,
especially in this country, a careless sense of security
would be quite as ill timed.

The disease seems to have been brought to Toulon
by a government vessel, the Sarthe, whose commander
is reported to have committed suicide from mental
distress at his relation to such a disaster, and the first
case occurred there, apparently, about a mouth since.
The government resorted to a policy of concealment
at first of the fact that there was sickness at the naval
yards, and subsequently of its nature, and even now

that cases are reported at Marseilles and at Paris
there is more than a suspicion that its full extent is
not made public. Such a policy, whether in regard
to cholera or yellow fever, is a mistaken and usually
disastrous one, and should find as little favor with
civilized commercial people as the old-fasbioued quar-
antine or attempts to control the course of such |

plagues by burning fires in the streets and sprinkling
them with disinfectants.

As we write the latest advices announce eight or
ten deaths daily in Toulon in the navy yards and in
the town, with sixty-two patients in the naval hospi-
tals.

No clean bills of health are issued to vessels leav-
ing Marseilles ; Gibraltar refuses entrance to French
ships ; overland passengers from France are subjected
to five days quarantine at Rome ; and Spanish author-
ities threaten a quarantine of from ten to fifteen days
against all English shipping uuless England adopts
what they would consider satisfactory precautions
against the introduction of the disease, which it is not
probable England will do.

All this illustrates at once a general conviction of
the seriousness of the situation, and the little progress
made since the International Congress of Vienna, in
1874, by the different European countries toward a
rational and uniform policy of controlling the spread
of epidemics. The general principles announced by
that Congress formed a decided advance upon the
irrational mediœval practices to which some of the
participating countries still clung and still cling, but it
was clearly recognized by the majority of the dele-
gates that any genuiue progress toward uniform prac-
tice must be based upon a prolonged conjoint investi-
gation of the laws governing these epidemics and of
the various conditions to be met. Such an investiga-
tion it has been impossible hitherto to secure. We
all remember the little favor shown the attempt by
our own government, in 1881, to promote, through a

congress at Washington, an international system of
notification of disease.

It is probable that these questions will come up at
the approaching Medical Congress at Copenhagen, or at
the Health Congress at the Hague in August, and it is
to be hoped that some practical results may be reached.
A German commission, of which Professor Pettenkofer
and Dr. Robert Koch are members, have now under
consideration the proper measures to be adopted in
that country against cholera, and their report is ex-

pected with impatience.
Unquestionably the first, the most important, and

the most feasible precaution in any country or in any
particular city is to require cleanliness in public and in
private places, to guard against an infection of water
supplies, to encourage individuals to live wholesomely.
A thorough system of inspection should be organized,
and at sea-port towns suspicious vessels must be fumi-
gated, those actually sick secluded, and other passen-
gers— should circumstances or public feeling demand
it

—

may be subjected to a limited quarantine of from
five to seven days. The period of incubation of
cholera, however,

—

as of other infectious diseases,—
is a variable one, and England is right in declaring it
to be easier and more profitable under the exigencies
of modern commerce to remove the soil than to ex-
clude the seed.

Between the end of May and the end of September
there is ample time for cholera to cross the Atlantic.
Common prudence demands that the authorities in all
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our large cities, and particularly those on our Atlantic
sea-board, should be strenuous in their exertions to
abolish all nuisances and sources of filth. Such labor
is sure to be rewarded in the diminution of sickness
from other causes than cholera, and will in no event
be lost.

__*._.

STRETCHING THE INTERCOSTAL NERVES.
The intercostal nerves have again been stretched

for neuralgia, and successfully, at least so far as the
operation and its immediate effects were concerned, as

we learn from Dr. L. v. Lesser.1 The patient was a

woman of sixty-one, and the neuralgia, of seven years'
standing, occupied both sides of the chest from the
fourth to the tenth rib, and both breasts. In spite of
the fact that both mammillary glands were greatly
atrophied, a few drops of milky fluid could be pressed out
of them, and it is especially noteworthy that this secre-

tion increased during the exacerbations of pain, which
recurred with great violence every night. The opera-
tion was decided on as a purely symptomatic measure,

notwithstanding the fact that the neuralgia was be-
lieved to be due to pressure — possibly of distended
rachidian veins

—

upou the nerve-roots. Seven inter-
costal nerves were, laid bare and forcibly stretched, one

after another, all of them upon the right side.
The wound (a single long cut through the skin)

healed bv first intention, and without material acci-
dent, considering the age of the patient. The patient
left the hospital without having had any return of the
neuralgia beyond a few slight pains, and remained
equally free for two mouths, when she died.

The writer makes some important suggestions with
regard to the details of the operation. The nerve,
he says, should be sought for not just beneath the rib,
as is usually stated, but behind and beneath it, in a

triangular space bounded by the rib, the intercostal
fascia, lying between the two sets of intercostal mus-

cles, and the internal layer of muscle, which is at-
tached some distance up on the posterior surface of
the rib.

Failure to remember this fact that the nerve (and
vessels) is to be sought for rather behind the rib than
on a level with it would lead the operator, he thinks,
into the danger of penetrating the pleura, which was iu
this case avoided.

A COMMISSION TO CONSIDER THE RELIEF
OF RIVER BASINS AND PROTECTION OF
WATER SUPPLIES.
The last Legislature of Massachusetts passed a

resolve for the appointment of a commission to
consider a general system of drainage for the relief
of the valleys of the Mystic, Blackstone, and Charles
Rivers, and certain other portions of the Common-
wealth, and for the protection of the public water

supplies of the cities and towns situated within the
basins of these rivers, such commission to consist of
five persons, of whom no two should be residents

i Deutsch. Med. Wochr., No. 20.

of one municipality, A previous commission, con-

sisting of two physicians connected with the State
Board of Health and one sanitary engineer, reported
to the Legislature three years ago, considering espec-
ially the condition of the Blackstone River, into which
the sewage of the city of Worcester was being emp-
tied, greatly to the annoyance of towns below. No
action was taken at that time, and the commission was
dissolved.

No more important question in the immediate future
awaits the action of the legislatures of this and other
thickly-settled Eastern States, in which extensive
manufactories add their refuse to the sewage of a

large and growing population, thereby complicating a

problem already sufficiently serious. A certain profit
may be derived from studying the experience of other
aud older communities who have been grappling with
these questious already for a number of years with
varying success. The conditions, however, change so

greatly in each country with soil, climate, rainfall, and
dilution of sewage that results elsewhere can only be
accepted as applicable anew after the most careful
study and revision.

This commission is expected to consider the various
methods of disposal of sewage and the application of
such methods to any portion of the territory men-

tioned, aud to report its conclusions in print to the
Legislature of the year 1886, or to that of the year
1885, if practicable, for a portion or the whole of the
territory, and to consider and report upon the needs of
any other portion of the Commonwealth as to the dis-
posal of sewage and the protection of the public
water supplies. It must also include in its report
suitable maps and plans of the territory to be drained,
an estimate of the cost of the work, and a recommen-
dation as to the methods of apportioning the cost.
The commissioners are to receive such compensation
for their services as the Governor and Council may de-
termine, provided that the whole amount expended
under the provisions of the resolve shall not exceed
twenty thousand dollars ; and their term of office shall
not extend beyond January 31, 1886. Power is given
to employ such engineering and other assistance as

may be necessary for carrying out the objects of the
resolve.

The commission as named by the Governor consists
of two lawyers, one manufacturer, and two men of
business. There should unquestionably have been at
least one medical man, especially acquainted with the
questions involved, among the number. The expert
knowledge of the engineer may be easily and probably
better supplied from the appropriation than by ap-
pointment upon the commission.

The report will be awaited with great interest by
those who for some years past have been impressed
with the urgency of the subject, and should be a val-
uable document, which we hope may be so conceived as

to attract the support of our legislators to wise meas
ures.

—

The advent of Asiatic cholera at a number of
places on the Mediterranean Sea is announced.
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MEDICAL NOTES.

—

Dr. Fordyce Barker is reported to have said
that for two years he has directed his nurses never to

give a vaginal injection, uuless especially ordered, in
the puerperal state. Experience has taught him that
patients did better than when antiseptic vaginal injec-
tions were used in a routine manner.

—

Some workmen engaged in excavations in the
bail within the boundaries of the old Roman city at
Lincoln lately came across a crematory furnace and
a sarcophagus.. Iu the latter were found ten urns,
which contained dust and calcined bones. The urus

were of different sizes and shapes, and were all pro-
vided with saucer-shaped covers. Only one of them,
however, was got out perfect. The interior of the
sarcophagus was liued with long, thin bricks, which
perished on being exposed to the air.

— Dr. Wythe, in the Pacific Medical and Surgical
Journal for March, 1884, says: "The sanitary condi-
tion of the great cities of the world to-day is vastly
better than of those of the Middle Ages, although very
far from what common prudence deems desirable. It
is still true that people live longer in rural districts
than in cities, yet ever since civilization began to in-
quire into and regulate public hygiene there has been
steady improvement. Statistics may not yet be fully
reliable, yet the best we have prove that life has been
prolonged by civilization. According to Wagner, ' In
the twentieth year of life the probable survival was
iu the sixteenth century twenty-two years ; in this
century forty years.' Among children the death-rate
depends upon the social position or high civilization
of the parents. In England, according to the tables
of Mr. Ausell, of 100,0U0 children born alive 74,000
will live at the end of their fifth year ; but among the
upper classes, who can afford the appliances of modern
life, there will be 87,000, and among the peerage
there will be 90,000."
—

The Paris correspondent of the Lancet sends an

account of an invalid artillery soldier at Landrecies,
iu the Department of the North, who was wounded
in the late Franco-German War, when he was horri-
bly mutilated by the bursting of a Prussian shell.
The man's face was literally blown off, including both
eyes, there being left behind some scanty remnants of
the osseous aud muscular systems. The skull, which
is well covered with hair, was left intact, so that the
man had a most hideous and ghastly appearance. This
disfigurement has been completely concealed by a

mask, which was made for him under the direction of
the principal medical officer of Val de Grâce, in Paris,
whither he had been transferred from the field ambu-
lance. The mask was constructed by a surgeon-dentist
named Delalain. It includes a false palate and a

complete set of false teeth, and it is so perfect that
the functions of respiration and mastication, which
were necessarily imperfectly performed, are almost
completely restored to their normal condition, and the
voice, which was rather husky, has resumed its natu-
ral tone. The mau speaks distinctly, the sense of
smell, which had entirely disappeared, has returned,

and he can even play the flute. He wears two false
eyes, simply to fill up the cavities of the orbits, for
the parts representing the eyelids in the mask are
closed. In fact, the mask is so well adapted to what
remains of the real face as to be considered one of the
finest specimens of the prothetic art that could be
devised. The man himself, whose name is Moreau,
and who is in perfect health, is looked upon as a liv-
ing curiosity, and travelers go a good deal out of their
way to see him. His face, or rather his mask, is, of
course, without any expression, but his special senses,
particularly that of touch, are extremely developed,
aud he goes by the sobriquet of "l'homme à la tête
de cire." He wears the military Cross of Honor, and
delights to talk about what he went through during
the war. To add to his meagre pension he sells a
small pamphlet containing a full description of his
wouuds and of the apparatus that has been so skill-
fully devised as to render him at least presentable to
his fellow-creatures.

—

Dr. R. Guaita, iu the Gaz. degli Ospitali,
quoted in the Bull. Gén. de Thérapeutique, has been
advocating the use of beuzoate of sodium in the sum-
mer diarrhoea of children. A belief in the zymotic
nature of this disease has led him to give the beuzo-
ate in doses which would ordinarily be looked upon
as dangerously large for infants. He uses four to six
grammes of the drug in the twenty-four hours after
an initial purgative dose of calomel. Milk aud soup
are absolutely forbiddeu, aud the diet (except in nurs-

ing infants, who are allowed the breast every six
hours) is limited to a little wine and lemonade. In
spite of these heroic measures (or shall we say be-
cause of this radical onslaught upon the microbes ?)
the results reported were very good. In a series of ,

fifty-three cases, between the ages of six and twenty-
four months, all recovered ; thirty-five in whom the
disease had lasted from twenty-four to thirty hours, in
four to eight days, while the remaining eighteen, in
whom it had existed from six to fourteen days, all
recovered in about twenty-one days.

NEW YORK.

— The usual corps of fifty physicians for service
in the tenement-house districts during the summer
were appointed by the Board of Health June 24th.
They go on duty on the 6th of July.
—

The judgment which was rendered over a year
ago by Justice Van Vorst at Supreme Court, special
term, against the " United States (Eclectic) Medical
College," depriving the institution of its charter, was
affirmed in May, 1883. From that judgment the de-
fendants appealed to the Court of Appeals, and the
latter has just handed down a decision affirming the
judgmeut. As the attorneys for the " Buffalo Collegeof Physicians and Surgeons " stipulated to let the case

against that school abide the event of this suit, the
decision disposes of both of these bogus colleges.
— At Grace Church, at Broadway and Tenth Street,

some exciting scenes occurred on the afternoon of
June 24th. By the fall of a derrick used in the con-
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struction of a stone spire now in course of erec

tion to replace the old wooden one at the top of th
bell-tower two workmen were seriously injured, one o

them fatally. The latter was bound down to the log
forming the derrick platform by several wire cables
which cut into the flesh like knives, and it took fou
men twenty minutes to release him with cold chisels anc

hammers. In the meanwhile medical aid had beei
summoned, and an ambulance surgeon from St. Viu
cent's Hospital being the first to arrive he was just ir
the act of ascending to the scene of the accident by
outside ladders when five or six large blocks of stone,
each weighing from 150 to 300 pounds, came crashing
down upon the roof, through which the most of them
broke, falling into the body of the church below. The
stones were dislodged by the force of the parting of
the wire cables which it was necessary to cut through.
By this time an ambulance surgeon from the New
York Hospital had also arrived, aud he succeeded in
reaching the injured man, who was terribly mangled.
When his wounds had been dressed, the question arose

how he was to be gotten safely down, as the only
means of descent was a steep and narrow ladder.
Finally it was determined to invoke the aid of the fire
department, and a life-saviug apparatus having been
procured he was by means of this carefully lowered to
the ground, an immense crowd of spectators watch-
ing the descent with breathless interest. He was then
placed in an ambulance and carried to the New York
Hospital, where he died on the following day.
— Dr. Henry G. Piffard has again gone back to

the University Medical School, having received the
appointment of clinical professor of dermatology.
Drs. F. R. S. Drake, Joseph E. Winters, N. M. Shaf-
fer, and P. A. Morrow, instructors in the same college,
have been promoted to be clinical professors respect-
ively of medicine, diseases of children, orthopaedic
surgery, and venereal diseases.

—

Dr. Macartney, Deputy Health Officer since
1867, has resigned his position aud gone to Europe for
a year or two's rest. He served successively under
Drs. Swinburne, Camochan, Vanderpoel, and Smitli,
and had full charge of the quarantine hospitals from
1869 to 1876. During 1867 and 1868, when there
was an epidemic of cholera, the disease having been
imported by several English steamships, he attended
more than 150 patients with it from the emigrant
vessels, and in 1872 he took charge of the soldiers
suffering-from yellow fever at Governor's Island.
— Dr. John G. Adams died on the 19th of June at

Liverpool, where he had recently arrived, having sailed
from New York May 14th. He was a dignified and
scholarly gentleman of the old school, and for many
years had been corresponding secretary of the New
York Academy of Medicine. He was born in New
York August 12, 1807, and haviug completed his
academic education at Yale, pursued his medical
studies at the College of Physicians and Surgeons,
where he was graduated in 1830. He was the first
president of the New York Medical and Surgical So-
ciety, and in 1852 began to edit the New York Medical
Times, of which four volumes were published.

Correspondence.
RESTORATION OF GUMS ABOUT LOOSE

TEETH.
The formation of pockets between the roots of teeth

and the surrounding tissues is one of the most trouble-
some conditions which the dentist is called upon to
treat. As present methods of treatment are seldom
satisfactory, some of the readers of the Journal maythink the following one worth trying. Only one jawshould be worked upon at a time. An impression of
this should be taken a week or more before the opera-tion, and a plate struck to cover the-teeth. It is not
always necessary for this to cover all the teeth. In
many cases it can be fitted about the sides, leavingthe crowns bare.
The teeth are then to be cleaned with sharp instru-

ments, and the edges of the alveoli scraped in the ordi-
nary way. All the débris is to be carefully syringed
out from between the roots and the surrounding tissue,
after which the following solution is to be injected into
the pockets : —

IiThymol.10 grammes.Absolutealcohol.100grammes.
Mix.
Fine sponge which has been soaked in a germ-de-

stroying solution and then dried is next to be cut iuto
pieces, moistened, and carefully placed in the largestpockets, as, for example, those often seen between the
molars, where, it is evident, that by the ordinary treat-
ment we could not get a restoration of the lost tissues.
The solution already given, if diluted with ten times
its bulk of alcohol, answers as well as another for
treating the sponge.
The metal cap, made of the proper shape to allow

of new tissue growth about the denuded roots, is now
placed in the mouth, and the patient sent away, after
directing him to remove the plate at least six times a
day, in order thoroughly to rinse his mouth with what-
ever simple wash may be prescribed.
Each day for the first week the pockets should be

thoroughly cleaned by injecting into them by means of
a fine-pointed syringe the following solution : —

R: Nitro-sulphuric acid .... 1 gramme.Water.100 grammes.Mix.

During the second and third week the same treat-
ment is to be followed by the patient, who should be
seen every third day to have the injections repeated at
the necessary points. After this the plate can be taken
out of the mouth. This treatment is sometimes quite
successful.
June l'ith.

William Herbert Rollins.

Miscellany.
A CASE OF EPILEPTIC AUTOMATISM.

An interesting case of epileptic automatism is de-
scribed by a writer in the Lancet (May 31st).
A young man has for four years been subject to at-

tacks of petit mal. He does uot fall, but seems to
" fix " his eyes, and sometimes walks forwards, or side-
ways, at others sits down, and generally ends by going
to sleep. There are neither convulsions, nor frothing
at the mouth, nor tongue biting. The only warning is
that he suddenly begins to wonder whether he is going
into an attack, and then he loses consciousness. He
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